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 GUIDE TO THE UNIFORM DISPOSITION OF COMPROMISED CULL CATTLE

FOR USE AT LIVESTOCK COMMUNITY SALES IN ONTARIO

Introduction

The Animal Health and Welfare Branch of the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs has developed a Guide to the Uniform Disposition of Compromised Cattle to assist veterinary inspectors with sound decision making regarding the dispositions of compromised cull cows arriving at livestock community sales. This guide will ensure that decisions are objective and consistent at all livestock community sales. This guide can also be used to educate livestock producers, sales barn operators and staff and truckers about the possible outcomes for compromised cattle. 

The primary goal is to ensure that compromised animals are dealt with in a humane fashion.  Federal regulations prohibit the transport of animals whereby undue suffering may result during the expected journey. 

It must also be recognized that cull cows are usually sent to livestock community sales to be auctioned for slaughter because they are no longer producing due to age, illness or injury. For animal health and bio-security reasons most producers may be unwilling to accept the cow back to the farm for treatment.   

When deciding to cull, Producers should be encouraged to:

· feed culls to body score 3 before shipping;

· seek veterinary treatment for compromised cull cows or cows that may become compromised during transit on farm;

· euthanize these cows on farm;

· access emergency slaughter or non-emergency on-farm slaughter if conditions are met;

· transport compromised cull cows directly to a local slaughter facility if the animal is fit for transport. 

Options for Disposition:

Hold and Rest means, by applying a “Hold for Veterinary Inspection” back tag on an animal, a veterinary inspector will require the operator of the sales barn to place the animal in a bedded inside pen with feed and water for rest. A veterinarian must re-evaluate the animal later the same day and decide the best outcome for the health and welfare of this animal.  

Domestic Slaughter only means, applying a “For Slaughter Only” ORANGE back tag on the animal signifying that the animal must be purchased for domestic slaughter only and not be resold. 

Direct to Slaughter means, after placing a “Veterinary Inspected” PINK back tag on an animal a Veterinary Community Sale Inspection Report must be completed and given to the operator. The conditions listed on the report must be announced in the ring. If the animal is being sent directly to the slaughter plant, the sales barn must ensure that the slaughter plant is notified of the conditions listed on the report.  The conditions should include a specific time period for slaughter and what conditions must be met to transport the animal. 

Possible conditions that can be listed on the PINK back tag: 

· To be slaughtered within a specified time frame (5, 8, 12, 24 or 48 hours)

· To be loaded on a low trailer or back of a trailer.

· Additional straw bedding or additional materials to protect during shipping to be supplied in trailer before loading.

· To be fed and watered before loading.

· To be segregated while being transported.

· To be transported and segregated with no more than three other animals.

Euthanize means euthanasia of the animal and observing the animal until death is confirmed.  The veterinarian must confirm that this is done when euthanasia has been ordered. 

Return to Consignor means placing a return to consignor back tag on the animal and ensuring the animal is not sold but returned to the consignor.  A veterinarian must speak to the consignor to ensure that he/she will accept the animal for treatment. If the owner will not agree to have the animal returned for treatment, the veterinarian should obtain consent to euthanize or order the animal euthanized or exercise another appropriate means of disposition.

Hold for CFIA means an animal must be placed in a separate pen and CFIA notified immediately (i.e. Reportable Disease).  
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	Name
	Comments
	Judgement

	Abscess
	
	Direct to Slaughter ; or 

Euthanize if multiple or serve abscesses that affect the animal’s welfare.



	Anaemia/jaundice
	
	Euthanize



	Arthritis with multiple joints
	Would be condemned on ante mortem at the slaughter plant e.g. accompanied by Class 1 body condition score or Class 2 Lameness

At risk of becoming non-ambulatory in transit


	Euthanize

	Blind (partially)
	
	Direct to Slaughter (requires segregation)

	Blindness (Total)
	
	Euthanize 



	Bloat 
	Significant risk of becoming non-ambulatory during transport to slaughterhouse.


	Euthanize ; or 

Return to Consignor for treatment

	Broken jaw
	Broken jaw is a painful condition


	Euthanize 


	Broken tail
	
	Domestic Slaughter Only – must be fully healed ; or

Direct to Slaughter if the bone is exposed or infected, with conditions such as a time frame for slaughter. 
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	Name
	Comments
	Judgement

	Calving
	
	Hold - requires rest, food and water, provide clean dry bedding and segregate inside. Requires operator to provide proper calving treatment (navel dip, etc.)

Options:

· Permit operator to sell as cow/calf pair after 48 hours rest. 

· Return cow/calf pair to consignor for care; or 

· Euthanize calf and after 48 hours or rest/feed/water cow may be sold for slaughter. 



	Cancer eye (intact)
	
	Domestic Slaughter Only 

	Cancer eye (severe)
	The eye is gone or the cancer has affected the orbital region. This animal would be condemned at slaughter plant


	Euthanize

	Cancer/Leukosis (extensive)


	Condemned at slaughter plant
	Euthanize

	Dehydration
	
	Hold - Require rest and water.  Attempt to determine reason for dehydration (i.e., illness versus transport stress). Require re-evaluation before sale or transport; or

Euthanize when any other conditions are present (e.g.  lameness, weakness, fever, cancer eye, mastitis)



	Exhaustion
	Different from weakness-usually a result of transport - must be differentiated from weakness; weaknesses may also be present as an additional condition in an exhausted animal
	Hold - Require rest and water if no pain. Require veterinary re-evaluation / inspection before sale or transport ; or
Euthanize if any other conditions are present (e.g. lameness, weakness, dehydration, fever, cancer eye intact, mastitis)



	Intestinal accidents


	Significant risk of becoming non-ambulatory during transport to slaughterhouse.


	Euthanize
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	Name
	Comments
	Judgement

	Fever


	
	39.1 °C – Hold and reassess. 

39.7 °C – Reassess – euthanize if any other condition is present ; or 

Return to Consignor for treatment

39.9 °C and above – Euthanize



	Fractures of limb or spine
	These are painful conditions that require the animal to be euthanized where they lie and not moved until euthanized. 


	Euthanize (immediately)

	Gangrenous udder
	Udder that is necrotic or gangrenous with or without fever.  


	Euthanize

	Hardware (acute)
	Significant risk of becoming non-ambulatory during transport to slaughterhouse.


	Euthanize

	BODY CONDITION

	Extremely thin
	Body condition score of 1 or less
	Euthanize



	Very thin
	Body condition score of 1.5
	Euthanize if any other conditions are present (e.g. lameness, weakness, dehydration, fever, cancer eye intact, mastitis) ; or

Domestic Slaughter or Direct to Slaughter if no other conditions present


	LAMENESS

	Class 1 Lameness
	Visibly lame but can keep up with the group.
	Euthanize if non weight bearing on leg while standing or significant swelling or infection of the leg or hoof ; or

Euthanize if any other conditions are present (e.g. lameness, weakness, dehydration, fever, cancer eye intact, mastitis, lumpy jaw) ; or
Domestic Slaughter if no further conditions present.
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	Name
	Comments
	Judgement

	Class 2 Lameness
	Unable to keep up; some difficulty climbing ramps. 
	Euthanize if any other conditions are present (e.g. weakness, dehydration, significantly arched back, fever, cancer eye intact, mastitis, lumpy jaw) ; or
Euthanize if non weight bearing on leg while standing or significant swelling or infection of the leg or hoof ; or
Direct to Slaughter with conditions on time frame (no more than 24 hours, and require low trailer or rear compartment with additional bedding) If no further conditions present



	Class 3 Lameness


	Requires assistance to rise, but can walk freely.
	Euthanize

	Class 4 Lameness
	Requires assistance to rise; reluctant to walk; halted movement


	Euthanize

	Class 5 Lameness
	Unable to rise or remain standing


	Euthanize

	Deep Digital Sepsis
	Severe swelling and lameness
	Euthanize



	Non-weight bearing on leg
	Three legged lame.  Not bearing weight on the leg while standing.  This is a Class 3 Lameness.


	Euthanize

	

	Left displaced abomasum
	The veterinarian will not have knowledge of the length of time LDA present.  Significant risk of the animals becoming non-ambulatory. 


	Euthanize ; or

Direct to Slaughter with conditions on time frame (no more than 24 hours, and require low trailer or rear compartment with additional bedding) 

	GUIDE TO THE UNIFORM DISPOSITION OF COMPROMISED CULL CATTLE



	Name
	Comments
	Judgement

	Lumpy jaw (severe)
	Lumpy jaw that if affecting the animals ability to eat or drink or is open and has purulent discharge. 


	Euthanize ; or

Direct to Slaughter with conditions on time frame (no more than 24 hours, and require low trailer or rear compartment with additional bedding)

	Mastitis acute with systemic signs
	Acute Mastitis: Acute mastitis is characterized by a sudden onset, moderate to severe inflammation of udder, decreased production, and serous milk/fibrin clots. Systemic signs are similar but less severe than the peracute form.


	Euthanize if peracute or acute. 

	Mastitis (peracute)
	Peracute mastitis is characterized by a sudden onset, severe inflammation of the udder, serous milk. Peracute mastitis can lead to agalactia. The inflammation may result from the organism itself, enzymes (from the tissue or the bacteria), toxins (endo or exo) or leukocyte products. The systemic illness is due to septicemia or toxemia, results in fever, anorexia, depression, decreased rumen motility, dehydration and sometimes death of the cow.


	Euthanize 

	Metritis
	
	Euthanize (if systemic) ; or 

Return to Consignor for treatment



	Moribund
	Moribund animals must be euthanized before being moved. 


	Euthanize
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	Name
	Comments
	Judgement

	Nervous disorders, such as rabies or BSE must be reported to CFIA
	
	Hold & Segregate

Contact local ANIMAL HEALTH OFFICE CFIA or after hours call

1.877.814.2342



	Penis injury
	
	Direct to Slaughter with conditions on time frame (no more than 24 hours, and require low trailer or rear compartment with additional bedding)



	Peritonitis
	
	Euthanize



	Pleuritis


	
	Euthanize

	Pneumonia (viral)
	
	Direct to Slaughter 

	Pneumonia – bacterial; unresponsive; with fever
	The animal is unfit for slaughter
	Euthanize

	Pregnancy (late stage)
	It is illegal to transport an animal likely to give birth during the journey. Transport to an out of province slaughter establishment causes signification transport stress that may cause an animal to give birth.

The animal will suffer.


	Return to Consigner, if not likely to give birth during the journey home or sell with ring announcement – animal must be sold to return to a farm ; or

Euthanize if the consignor unable (due to distance) or unwilling to accept the animal for care.

	Prolapsed uterus
	The animal should be euthanized, it is unfit for transport.


	Euthanize

	Prolapsed vagina or rectum
	The animal is in pain if not acute


	Direct to Slaughter ; or

Euthanize where painful, chronic or infected
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	Name
	Comments
	Judgement

	Right displaced abomasums
	Significant risk of the animals becoming non-ambulatory or dying within hours. 


	Euthanize

	Ruptured bladder/Uremia


	
	Euthanize

	Septicemia/Toxemia
	
	Euthanize 

	Urethral blockage (acute)
	Significant risk of becoming non-ambulatory during transport to slaughterhouse.


	Euthanize

	Weakness
	May be simultaneously present with exhaustion
	Primarily physiological condition usually resulting from electrolyte or mineral imbalance (e.g. Na, P, K, Cl, Ca, Mg)
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If you plan to attend please contact Yolanda Sheppard:  1-519-826-4397


				               Email:  yolanda.sheppard@ontario.ca
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