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Do Factory Hog Barns Pollute?
In the Winnipeg Free Press, Aug 15, 2000,
Helen Falding researched the pros & cons of
huge, intensive factory barns. We offer
excerpts from her article that touch on
pollution.

H ogwatch Manitoba wants a
moratorium on construction
of new hog barns.Ó

ÒA recent report by the George
Morris Centre concludes Ôfactory farmsÕ
use more sophisticated technology and
are more heavily regulated, making
them a less likely source of contamin-
ation.Ó But Brandon UniversityÕs Bill
Paton is quoted, Ôhis own experience
matches that in Quebec, where high-
income operations have been respon-
sible for most of the problems.Õ

ÒAn individual hog being fattened

Ò

Pig density according to Manitoba Agriculture

(Hog inventory per hectare of cropland or pasture)

Taiwan .................................................................................. 7.3
Netherlands ...................................................................... 6.4
Denmark ............................................................................. 4.4
North Carolina ................................................................ 4.0
Quebec ................................................................................ 1.9
Iowa ....................................................................................... 1.3
Manitoba............................................................................. 0.4
Saskatchewan ................................................................. 0.1
Rural Municipality of Hanover (MB) .................. 3.7

up for market excretes 50 per cent more
solids than a city produces per person,
according to livestock environmental
engineer Sylvio Tessier at Manitoba
AgricultureÓ

ÒClarence Froese of DGH
Engineering thinks international
investment will become a major factor

in ManitobaÕs hog industry. The
Winnipeg company has been getting
inquiries from Quebec, Europe and
Asia, where thereÕs little room left for
expansion. A Dutch farmer recently
built a barn north of Brandon, thereÕs a
Korean operation north of Winnipeg
and a company with roots in Ontario
and Quebec is planning a dozen barns
northwest of Brandon. DGH recently
acted for Taiwan Sugar in its
unsuccessful bid to build a set of giant
barns near Lethbridge.Ó

ÒRon Dalmyn, a Dutch immigrant
and environmental activist, said he feels
some loyalty to his homeland when he
watches a international soccer match,
but not when it comes to importing
Dutch hog-farming practices. ÔItÕs not
farming: itÕs polluting.Õ Ò

I t was educational watching how
college students reacted on a recent
tour of one of those huge hog

operations that now dominate pork
production in the American Midwest.

The amazement of having to strip
down and shower before they entered a
barn was replaced by awe as they heard
how this particular company, Iowa
Select Farms, manages the 96,000 sows
it keeps on 200 farms in 26 counties.

Some squealed with excitement in
the farrowing barn as they witnessed
piglets popping out of wombs and
lining up the teat bar for their very first
feed.

But in the sow barn, the cuteness
dissolved. Visitors saw row upon row
upon row of sows in gestation stalls.

ÒThey were confined into a little
space where they could just lay down
and stand up and lay down and stand
up,Ó said Anita, who has returned to
school after a stint in the navy.

ÒIt was just a breeding factory, thatÕs
all it was, a breeding factory,Ó she said.
ÒThereÕs a total lack of concern for life
except for that new life that they are
producing will bring them money.Ó

She said she looks at meat prices
differently now.

ÒI would rather pay a decent price
to know the animals are treated better.Ó

Humane societies donÕt like these
gestation stalls either, which is a

conundrum for producers.
When introduced in the 1960Õs, the

stalls allowed producers to improve
productivity by giving individualized
attention to the pregnant sow. They
prevented injuries due to fighting and
they allowed the producer to more
easily care for more animals with the
same labour.

Since then, a whole support
industry and huge capital investment
has built up around the concept, which
has, in turn, further increased the scale

of production.
Except for the fact that the sows

couldnÕt move around, which causes
leg problems and a tendency towards
early culling, there was no evidence of
outright abuse towards the 4,000 sows
at this facility. The company that owns
them fully complies with industry
standards.

At issue is the industry standard
itself Ð and whether consumers care
about how the animals that feed them

Consumer may settle animal rights fight

PHOTO: WINNIPEG FREE PRESS, AUGUST 15, 2000

(continued on page 3)
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are treated. There is evidence that they
do. At least corporations like
McDonaldÕs seem to think so.

ThatÕs why producers should take
little comfort from their governmentsÕ
scathing rejection of efforts to put
animal welfare issues on the table at
multilateral trade negotiations.

Negotiators representing the Cairns
Group of exporting nations would have
the world believe that such issues
represent Ònew forms of protectionismÓ
designed to Òlegitimize agricultural
models that have been defeated by our
competitive agriculture.Ó

Anyone who buys into this logic is
also likely to be fooled by those
television commercials that leave the
impression eggs grow in grain fields
instead of chicken barns.

Why not let consumers see how
animal products are really raised and
let them decide how much cheap food
is worth?

Farmers, who are convinced the
only way to survive is to produce more
for less, continue to invest in systems
that focus on maximizing efficiency.

Meanwhile, they find themselves
increasingly on the defensive and
vulnerable to a marketplace that could

On The Brighter Side…

CONSUMER MAY SETTLE ANIMAL RIGHTS FIGHT… (continued from page 2)

In striking contrast, we offer the winner of
the Alberta SPCA Farmer of the Year
Award for 2000, as described in the Fall,
2000 newsletter of the Canadian Federation
of Humane Societies.

Colin Millang grew up on a pig
farm near Camrose, Alberta. He
took over the family farm and

turned it into one of the top 20 hog
farms in the province. After a while he
began to question the way he was
raising his pigs. ÔIt got to the point
where I couldnÕt stand to see the pigs
locked up in small pens anymore,Õ he
stated. ÔIf I looked them in the eyes, I
felt IÕd have to set them free.Õ

ColinÕs operation has a 7,000 square
foot barn with three large pens where
the pigs have room to roam and interact

with each other. ThereÕs straw to root in
and natural light from the windows
along the sides. He has created an
enclosed concrete walkway ramp for
the pigs to walk into the truck for
transport to market, as pigs donÕt like a
change in the floor surface.

In addition to their pig operation,
the Millangs also raise ÔPasture PoultryÕ.

�
This is not an isolated case. In 1996,

Cors de Lint, of Abbotsford BC, was
awarded similar honour for his
innovative system of allowing his pigs
to keep their living space clean and
comfortable, by offering room, bedding
and a place for the pigs to push
their manure out of the pen, thus
encouraging and using the pigs natural
behaviour. He is still in business.

change overnight.
If the retail end of an integrated

supply chain decides that a more
humane image will bring in more
customers, thatÕs what will be demanded
from its suppliers, pure and simple.

So itÕs not foreign governments or

vegetarian lobbyists the animal
industry must worry about. ItÕs people
like Anita. Not even trade laws can
protect farmers from their customers.

LAURA  RANCE

Saturday Free Press
October 21, 2000

M AD  COW DISEASE, the E. COLI

OUTBREAK in Walkerton, the
FOOT-AND -MOUTH  EPIDEMIC

in Europe Ð all of these phenomena
have been linked to bad farming
practices.

Mad Cow disease erupted because
ground up sheep meat was being
added to cattle rations. Cows were then
infected with a disease which had been
present in sheep for several hundred
years, and so a deadly disease jumped
the species barrier because of the
common factory farming practice of
feeding waste animals to other animals.

The E.coli outbreak in Walkerton
involved Escherichia coli 0157, a strain
which produces potentially deadly
toxins. Contamination may have been
caused in part by effluent from the
many farms surrounding the town.

The recent epidemic of foot-and-

mouth disease in Europe is thought to
have been caused by an organism that
originated in the Far East. Present in
meat smuggled from the Orient, it was
incubated on a pig farm in Northern
England and subsequently was spread
to other parts of Europe. Conditions on
the pig farm were so bad that
neighbours complained to a local
animal welfare agency. Government
officials issued a warning but no action
was taken. Speaking to a reporter,
Robert Waugh, one of the two brothers
who ran the pig farm, said, ÒI honestly
hadnÕt seen anything wrong with any
of my pigs in the last few weeks. How
could I report something I didnÕt see?Ó

Too often owners of animal factories
police themselves and government
officials turn a blind eye. The results
can be devastating: as of late March, the
U.K. was planning to cull over 300,000

sheep; in the 1967/68 outbreak, 430,000
animals were slaughtered. In Canada,
the last outbreak of the disease occurred
in Saskatchewan in 1952, costing $1
billion in 1952 dollars.

For animal welfare and public
health reasons, intensive farming must

BAD HUSBANDRY BREEDS DISEASE

(continued on page 4)



BAD HUSBANDRY BREEDS DISEASE (continued from page 3)

be cleaned up. Practices such as the
feeding of waste animals to animals of
other species, especially herbivores,
must be stopped. Stricter controls on
effluent management and antibiotic use
must be established to help limit the
contamination of waterways and the
evolution of superbugs.

But even if the worst practices are
mitigated, intensive farming is still hard
on animals, hard on the environment,
and bad for public health. Frustrating
most of the physical and behavioural
needs of food animals stresses them,

which predisposes them to illness and
injury. In Canada, laying hens are
jammed into battery cages so tightly
that the birds cannot spread their
wings. Sows are immobilized to the
extent that they cannot turn end for
end. When these animals become sick,
they are dosed with antibiotics to keep
them alive. Despite this, the Canada
Food Inspection Agency, assures
consumers that their meat is safe.

As mad cow disease, the Walkerton
E.coli outbreak, and the foot-and mouth
epidemic have shown, poor animal

Recently there has been increased

coverage of humane farming issues in the

media, notably a series of articles in the Vancouver Sun,

written by Daphne Bramham. Public awareness was raised and some

turned to our website for more information. One of our

correspondents conveyed the impact expressively.
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What a wonderful response, not to turn away, but to face the

situation and begin to do something about it.

The Power
of Consumer
Opinion

Burger KingÕs
head office in
Miami has in-
vited Dr. David
Fraser, of the
University of BC,
to advise the company on
how to improve animal welfare
standards for the animals used by their
suppliers. Public pressure has already
convinced McDonaldÕs, U.S., that its
customers want to know that their
hamburgers are not produced through
animal torture. According to an article
by Nicholas Read, in the Vancouver
Sun, McDonaldÕs now conducts regular
and unannounced audits of its U.S.
Slaughterhouses. In the same article,
Mr. Read quotes Dr Fraser as
commenting ÒWhatÕs interesting to me
is that in typical American fashion, itÕs
happening because of the marketplace.Ó

Humane Labeling
a Possibility

According to a memo from the
BCSPCA, they have received
permission to proceed on a working
model for humane labeling. They hope
to work with the Certified Organic
Association of BC & members of BC
CattlemenÕs Association. A June launch
is planned.

Page 4

husbandry and lack of enforcement of
regulations breeds disease.

Consumers must press for reforms
to factory farming practices, and vote
with their wallets. Why subsidize
breeding grounds for diseases and
possibly compromise your own health?
If you must eat meat, buy locally
produced, humanely-raised meat.
Pressure government officials and
stores to provide alternatives. In todayÕs
world, it is prudent to take hard look at
what is coming out of factory farms.

DEAN  LAMONT

The Word is
Getting Out



I N MARCH , several CETFA members journeyed to Agassiz, BC to observe animal
welfare studies being undertaken by UBC graduate students. 1. Do young
calves thrive better in group pens or individual pens? 2. What types of bedding

do cows prefer? 3. Do cows eat better in a group or at individual stalls (which may
be used to prevent bullying of meeker cows).

After the tour we had a rewarding discussion with Dr. Fraser and several
students from Canada and abroad.
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Humanely
Produced Food

CETFA members, Ron and Sheila
Hamilton, of Sunworks Farm, Alberta
wrote recently to tell us about their
operation. ÒWe raise Certified Organic
Pasture Raised chickens, turkeys,
ducks, eggs, pork and beef. All of our
animals are raised outside on the
pasture over the summer months. We
use low stress, humane handling
techniques with the animalsÕ health and
welfare always of the utmost
importance. In the winter our hens are
housed in a large barn with lots of
windows and room to run around. Our
products are available in both
Edmonton and Calgary as well as other
locations in Alberta.Ó !�����	)��	���	����+"����	
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Canadians for the
Ethical Treatment
of Food Animals

Annual Membership
$10.00

Application for New___ Renewal___ Membership

Name: Telephone:

Address:

City: Postal Code:

We believe that animals raised for food should have
a pain and stress free life and a humane death.

I might be able to help with:
___ Writing Letters
___ Assisting at information tables
___ Maintaining Website

Please make your membership fee payable to:

Canadians for the Ethical Treatment of Food Animals
Box 18024, 2225 West 41 Avenue
Vancouver, BC  V6M 4L3

ACTION CORNER

We Did It! All of us across Canada, lobbying…

� The Canadian Food Inspection Agency reversed their stand on humane
labeling.

� The animal protection amendments to the Criminal Code, are back in the
legislature.

� Want to do more?

SPEAK to the manager of your local supermarket, asking where the
humanely produced meat, milk and eggs are.

THANK him for stocking it.

ASK if he plans to stock food with humane labeling.

WRITE the head office of supermarket chains asking what their policy is
regarding humane treatment of animals producing the food they sell.
For: *�
������)	,�" , Customer Service

7280 Fraser St or 300 - 1345 Waverley St or 14360 Yellowhead Trail
Vancouver, BC Winnipeg, MB Edmonton, AB
V5X 3V9 R3T 5Y7 T5L 3C5

 )����*�6�2+�	���(  )����72&��*( Superstore
Sam Corea, Director �72�*�
��� H Y Louie Western Grocers
��"�8�,�����	� 304 East Mall, #700 2821 Production Way PO Box 300 Stn. M
19580 Telegraph Trail Etobicoke, ON Burnaby, BC Calgary, AB
Surrey, BC V4N 4H1 M9B 6E2 V5A 3G7 T2P 9Z9
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ATTEND All Candidates meetings and ask each one to state his/her
position on including food animals in stronger animal cruelty legislation.

You are
welcome…
Our Board meetings are working
meetings and are open to any
member who wishes to attend.

If you want to help out with our
activities, or would like to
contribute your ideas, you are
welcome to attend meetings, which
are usually held on a Saturday
afternoon. Just phone Dorothy, at
322-0448 to learn when the next
meeting will be.


