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HAPPY HENS — HEALTHY EGGS

On May 3rd 2006 five CETFA
members were given a tour of Biota
Organic Farm. Mr. Karl Hann, an
organic, free range egg producer near
Abbotsford invited us into his farm to
meet his 2000 laying hens who are
enjoying peaceful, stress free lives in a
setting where all their needs are
provided for........ food, water, space,

daylight, the ability to strut, flap their
wings, preen and socialise and where
they have security from predators.

Our group first visited the small one
room barn where chicks are raised from
one day old. The floor was covered with
wood shavings and shallow pans with
food and water were placed here and
there. Karl’s two large dogs entered the

room with us and wandered carefully
among the chicks. The dogs were an
emblem of the tranquility of the farm.
Next, we moved to a much larger
barn housing the laying hens. This
spacious hen house has a ceiling made
largely of clear plastic, providing them
with daylight whenever they choose to

(continued on page 2)

Hens enjoy peaceful, satisfying, stress free lives....... food, water, space, daylight, nesting boxes and access to an outdoor ranging area..
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Please come to a stimulating program of films, speakers and entertainment. Full details on back page.
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Happy HenS - Healthy EggS (continued from page 1)

be inside. In this building the hens find roosts, nesting boxes,
long troughs for their organic feed, and a raised water pipe
with many small levers that released drops of water when
chickens pecked at them. Eggs are collected twice a day.

The floor is compacted earth and thick with accumulated
dried chicken droppings which are removed once a year,
composted for a year and a half, and then used as fertilizer.
During the day an open door leads outdoors to an extensive
ranging area.

On entering this huge hen house you hear the contented
hum of gentle clucking. The laying boxes stretch along one
side of the interior and there is a wide “path” down the
middle, where handsome, healthy, happy hens strutted,
scratched and pecked at the earth, sometimes taking dust baths
in the shallow powdery pits in the earth floor. Our presence
did not disturb them as we strolled through, stopping to chat
here and there.

The hens were very gregarious and also curious. Some of
them followed us and gently pecked at our shoes and pant
legs, (“exploratory pecking”, not “forage pecking”.) The two
dogs wandered peacefully among them.

A few hens had featherless patches because they molt once a
year, and Karl Hann keeps his laying hens for a year and a half.
While still chicks, the chickens had had the very tips of their
beaks removed. There was only one rooster among the hens. At
the end of their laying career the hens are sold and killed.

If the hens had been confined to the building but free
within it, the operation would have been called “Free Run”.
However since the hens have access to a large outdoor area
during the day, Biota Farm is a free range operation.
Surprisingly, even in the early afternoon of a fine day, a great
many hens chose to remain indoors. However hens were
indeed coming in and out of the open door at the far end,

(continued on page 3)

Freedom of access to outdoors

Ample space to lay eggs in comfort.

Calm chick-friendly dogs!
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Happy HenS - Healthy EggS (continued from page 2)

coming back and forth between the barn
and their large open outdoor ranging
area where there is scratched earth,
grass, trees and bushes, as you can see in
the photograph on the front page.

Our group came outside into the
sunshine where, also surprisingly, most
hens in the yard chose to stay on the
bare dirt rather on the grassy area. Karl
Hann explained that the chickens
evolved as creatures at the border
between open soil and bush. The hens
pecked the dirt, took dust baths under a
patch of trees and strutted towards us
again to gently peck at our pant legs.

The dogs wandered among them. The
occupants of this farm are peaceful and
content.

Finally we visited the building where
eggs are sorted and stored. We learned a
great deal on this visit and came away
wishing that all egg production could
take place in such a hen-friendly
environment and in the hands of a
farmer who is so closely in tune with his
hens (and his dogs!).

We really felt a deep appreciation for
the time Karl Hann had given us and for
all he had taught us about egg
production in a humane environment.

GOOGLE GOES CAGE-FREE

Good News, indeed, Google has made the
decision to use only cage-free eggs in all
employee dining facilities. Bruce Passmore of the
Vancouver Humane Society states: “Google’s
decision is significant, because the company uses
300,000 shell eggs and 7,000 pounds of liquid
eggs a year.” This is a huge step forward and it
is to be hoped that other major corporations will
follow in their footsteps.

Photos and video footage of inside an egg

(battery) farm are available at the V.H.S. web
site: www.chickenout.ca

Unfortunately, in the egg industry,
the majority of egg laying hens
endure entire lives cramped tightly
together under artificial light,
deprived of all natural activity. Many
hens are weak, scrawny and some may
be covered by maggots (as in above
photo). Photos on this page courtesy

of the Vancouver Humane Society.
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Animal Voices Film Festival
Highlighting the Treatment of Animals

June 3rd and 4th 2006
HR Macmillan Space Centre, 1100 Chestnut Street, Vancouver, BC

Film Shows starting at
1 p.m. on Saturday June 3rd and at 3 p.m. on Sunday June 4th
ending at 9.30 p.m. on both evenings

Canadians for Ethical Treatment of Food Animals is one of the sponsors for this two day
event of film documentaries on animal welfare. It is being arranged by the radio program
Animal Voices. There will also be some entertainment and opportunities to snack.

Animal Voices is charging $6.00 for a Day Pass on each of the days. (The cost to members
of sponsoring nonprofit groups, including members of Canadians for Ethical Treatment
of Food Animals will be $5.00.)

Saturday Film Schedule: -

1.00 p.m.-1.45p.m. “Animals’ Angels Documentary” introduced by CETFA

1.45p.m.-2.10 p.m. “EatThis”

2.10 p.m.-4.10 p.m. “Mad Cowboy” followed by Q & A with Howard Lyman

430 p.m.-4.45p.m. “Foie Gras: Delicacy of Despair”

4.45p.m.-5.00 p.m. “Bucking the Myth” followed by the Vancouver Humane Society talking
about the Cloverdale Rodeo

5.00 p.m. - 6.08 p.m. “Fall From Freedom” followed by talk from “No More Whales in Captivity”

6.08 p.m. - 6.50 p.m. Animal Rights movie with discussion led by Leslie Fox

6.50 p.m. - 7.05 p.m. Break

7.05p.m.-7.30 p.m. DanaLyons - entertainment

7.30 p.m.-9.30 p.m. “Mad Cowboy” with Howard Lyman

Sunday Film Schedule: -

3.00 p.m. -5.00 p.m. “Mad Cowboy” with Howard Lyman

5.00 p.m.-5.45p.m. “Animals’ Angels Documentary” introduced by CETFA
5.45p.m.-6.00 p.m. Break

6.00 p.m. - 6.25 p.m. Premarin movie and speaker

6.25 p.m.-6.35 p.m. “Chew On This” - 15 Reasons to go Vegetarian sponsored by PETA
6.35 p.m.-7.00 p.m. Farm Animals and Us

7.00 p.m.-7.15p.m. Ruth Heidrich - being vegan and an athlete beating cancer
7.15p.m.-7.35p.m. “Sad Eyes and Empty Lives” Zoo movie sponsored by Zoocheck
7.35p.m.-8.00 p.m. Break

8.00 p.m. - 8.30 p.m. Dana Lyons - entertainment

8.30 p.m.-9.30 p.m. “The Emotional World of Farm Animals” introduced by Howard Lyman

We hope that as many people as possible will come to this event.

We believe that animals raised for food should have
a pain and stress free life and a humane death.

I might be able to help with: Please make your membership fee payable to:

— Writing Letters Canadians for Ethical Treatment of Food Animals
__Assisting at information tables Box 18024, 2225 West 41 Avenue
____Maintaining Website Vancouver, BC V6M 4L3

r-------------------------1
: Canadians for Annual Membership
Ethical Treatment $10.00
\A .
| ?ﬂ «I" #° of Food Animals
: Application for New___ Renewal___ Membership
I Name: Telephone:
: Address:
I City: Postal Code:
|
|
|
|
|
[ ]

CETFA cannot give tax receipts because we choose not to be a registered charity due to restrictions on what we could d
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Dr. David Fraser
Appointed Member of
the Order of Canada

On April 26th Jim Harrison and
Patricia Oswald attended the event
at the Sage Bistro at University
Centre, to celebrate the appointment
of Dr. David Fraser, head of the
Animal Welfare Program at U.B.C.,
as a Member of the Order of
Canada. Our congratulations to Dr.
Fraser for his role in focusing the
Government’'s attention on the
importance of animal welfare.

Federal Government
Information:
1-800-622-6232

This is a toll free telephone number which provides
information for all your federal government inquiries.

Useful addresses: -

Please write letters, as individuals, to your own MP, to the
Minister of Agriculture and to the Minister of Justice,
regarding animal welfare issues about which you feel
concern. Their addresses are:

The Hon. Mr. Chuck Strahl, Minister of Agriculture, Sir John
Carling Building, 9th Floor, 930 Carling Avenue Ottawa,
Ontario K1A 0C5

The Hon. Mr. Vic Toews, Minister of Justice & Attorney
General of Canada, Justice Building, 4th Floor,
284 Wellington Street Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0H8

(No postage stamp necessary when writing to any Member
of Parliament.)

CETFA's PURPOSE

CETFA is a volunteer society whose
purpose is to promote the humane
treatment of animals raised for food.
We work towards the compassionate
treatment of food animals so that their
lives may be free from pain and fear,
followed by a humane death.

CETFA'S GOAL

CETFA's goal is to provide accurate,
factual information about Canada’s
Food Industry and to educate the
public about the horrendous cruelty
which has become "accepted practice”
in the factory farming industry.
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