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Dr. Lester Friedlander
Comes to Speak in Vancouver

Dr. Friedlander is a Veterinarian from
the United States who formerly worked as a
USDA [United States Department of
Agriculture] Inspector in U.S. slaughter-
houses. He is so concerned over what takes
place that he now goes on tour giving talks
about what he has seen and has written a
book on the subject which will be coming
out soon.

On Sunday November 14th Dr.
Friedlander addressed a meeting at the
headquarters of Earthsave and on
November 15 he took part in a news
conference at the Harbour Centre in
Vancouver. Together with him at the table
was Dr. Ray Kellosalmi, a B.C. family
physician who has joined Dr. Friedlander
on a cross Canada tour, Debra Probert of
the Vancouver Humane Society and Sinikka
Crosland of TRACS (The Responsible
Animal Care Society). Pia Muller of the
Horse Protection Society of B.C., (another
group which shares CETFA’s concerns over
transport and slaughter) was observing.

Dr. Friedlander’s main focus was on the
human health dangers emanating from
slaughterhouse methods which are now
regarded as standard practice. He pointed
out the high speed at which a huge number
of animals are slaughtered - approximately
220 per hour - and the high speed at which
inspectors are expected to function, which
simply does not give them time to notice
every defect or health hazard.

The huge number of animals and
extremely high speed at which they are
slaughtered prevent any serious attention
being paid to the humane aspect of the
process. He explained that the line speed is
so fast and the plant speed set up with
cattle heads moving so quickly that the
stunning bolt might just scrape the side of
the head. At slaughter, if a cow is
suspended and the eyes are blinking at the
point of pain being inflicted, this means
that the animal feels pain. It is not a reflex.

At Earthsave Dr. Friedlander was
asked: “Does the speed of slaughter mean
that some animals are being skinned and
dismembered alive? He answered simply:
“Yes, it is true.”

Although his main focus was on the
impact slaughterhouse practices have on
human health, it was also very clear that,
from the humane point of view, the meat
industry does not include animal welfare
among its priorities.

Dr. Kellosalmi warns: - “Unless animal
husbandry practices change swiftly and
drastically, we may be facing rather serious
consequences related to public health in the
not-too-distant future”. Both doctors agree
that the responsibility of monitoring and
regulating factory farms must be carried
out by officials at arms-length from the
financial interests of industry. U.S.D.A.
inspectors should not be doing the
inspections. Consumers need to be funding
inspections. Attempts to ban downers from
the food chain have met with industry
resistance until now. (“Downers” are

animals who cannot get up and move by
themselves due to injuries or sickness).

Dr. Friedlander points out that “What
most people don’t know is that they could
be eating meat from a downer cow, that has
been dragged through feces and dirt” and
may have scraped skin or open wounds
through which disease is easily accessible.
While this is a serious and very real threat to
human health, we must also remember that
a downer animal is a conscious, sentient
being, experiencing the agony of being
dragged or lifted in spite of its injuries, such
as a broken hip or broken pelvis or other
broken bones or torn ligaments or tendons.
In Canada downers are still routinely
slaughtered for human consumption.

In the United States downer cattle are
not allowed for human consumption,
however there is another disturbing
concern. In Dr. Friedlander’s paper “New
Measures Against Mad Cow Disease” of
January 13th 2004, pertaining to the United
States he writes: -

“As a Veterinarian I am concerned
about the treatment of these Downer Cattle.
Under the Humane Slaughter Act, downer
cows that are brought into a USDA Federal
slaughter plant are protected from Abuse,
Pain and Suffering. Since they are not
allowed to go to Federal Slaughter Plants
for human Consumption, the Humane
Slaughter Act is not enforced. I am worried
and concerned about their welfare and how
the farmer and/or rendering company
handle them. Now that the downer has lost
its value, since it cannot be used for human
consumption, this will increase the abuse
and mistreatment of these cows.....”

CETFA’s position is that downers
should not be allowed to be transported
to slaughter but should be euthanised
at the time and place where they go
down. Clearly this would be better from
the humane point of view and from the
point of view of human health.

CETFA appeals to all of you, who are
reading this now, to write to your Federal
MPs expressing your concerns and asking
for legislation against the transport of
downer animals to slaughter.

Downer cow being loaded onto truck
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The Vancouver Humane Society has
shared with CETFA the documentary of
an investigation done by a deeply
concerned animal welfare group in the
summer of 2003.

Animals’ Angels has made a thirty
minute film giving a dispassionate
account of what takes place during
Canadian food animal transport and
slaughter, with some comparisons
between Canadian and European
legislation in this regard.

Animals’ Angels make the point that
it would be much better for the animals if
they were not transported such long
distances live, but rather by carcass. In
order to conquer the welfare problems
associated with long distance travel, the
European Union has strict legislation
regarding watering, feeding and resting
intervals during lengthy transport
journeys.

There are huge discrepancies between
Canadian and European Union legislation
regarding these provision intervals.
Animals in Canada receive provisions
such as water, food and rest less than one
fourth as often.

Their team followed a number of
trucks carrying cattle, pigs and horses and
give an account of the journeys’ departure
times, arrival times, rest stops if any, etc.
They observed the loading and unloading
of animals, including the loading and
transport of injured animals, the amount
of bedding or lack thereof, the use of
electric prods, the degree of shouting and
beating, the high temperatures, infrequent
supply of water, the overcrowding and
the length of time these animals endure
these journeys. They make some
constructive suggestions as to what might
mitigate the suffering of the animals, such
as two drivers being on duty so that the
journey could take a shorter period of
time, also the need for more inspections.
They point out that injured animals
endure days of travel while in pain, and
that food animals, although they end up
being food products for most of us, are
not yet “products” during transport, but
rather live, sentient beings capable of
suffering.

They followed one truck with 331 pigs
in it. The pigs were without water for
over 35 hours in high temperatures. The
stink of ammonia was unbearable. They
saw pigs foaming at the mouth from
dehydration. The Canadian truck was not
fitted with water nipples. For 35 hours

with temperatures reaching 40C, not once
were the pigs given water to drink. When
unloaded several were badly sun burnt
and one pig with a broken leg could not
even hobble, so could not get to the water
trough. In Canada a thirty five hour
journey without water is legal.

Intervals that truck drivers spend
sleeping add unnecessary time on the
hours animals spend cramped in a truck
with no water or food. It would be much
better if there were two drivers on long
distance journeys as is required by law in
many European countries, but not in
Canada.

Drivers have to stop at several weigh
stations but animals are not checked for
their well-being, although this would
make for a practical future idea since staff
and physical structure are already in
place. There is need for more surveillance
on the highways.

In Alberta Animals’ Angels witnessed
cattle loaded for transport destined for
south of the border or eastern Canada.
Prior to trips of 67 hours, some animals
were already injured or sick even at the
start of their journey, such as a bull with a
lame leg and another with a broken penis,
both found at a livestock market in Alberta.
There was one small frail cow who was
lame on her back leg on which she could
not put her weight. Being able to stand on
all four legs is most important for animals
in transit, if they are to be able to keep their
balance. When they fall they are likely to be
trampled to death. They trailed two cattle
trucks on a journey of 67 hours. Water was
only given once during the journey and
this was at the one 8 hour resting break.

Animals’ Angels’ description and
pictorial documentation of slaughter-
houses they visited was disturbing. At
both the cattle and the pig slaughter-
houses, callous indifference to sentient
animals was obvious. The pig slaughter-
house was horrible. The workers were
electric prodding the pigs beyond belief,
even on their faces. Loud music was
playing all the time while fully conscious
pigs were panicking as they saw the
stunning of their pen mates and the blood
from the cut ones was dripping directly
down onto the live ones next in line to be
stunned. This was a very unprofessional,
unhygienic and cruel slaughterhouse.

At another slaughterhouse for cattle,
an animal which had been inadequately
stunned is seen trying to get up, but then
was just chained by one leg and hoisted
up into the air to hang on the moving
line, while conscious. Another is seen,
also suspended in the air by one leg while
conscious, still moving its head, legs and
tail until its throat is cut.

A great number of horses end up

ANIMALS’ ANGELS MAKE DOCUMENTARY ON CANADIAN
FOOD ANIMAL TRANSPORT AND SLAUGHTER
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Pig, desperate for air, foams at the
mouth from heat in truck and

stench of ammonia

Pig with broken leg cannot reach
trough and is brought water by

Animals’ Angels. (continued on page 3)
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being slaughtered for meat. Horses that
are used for riding or dressage that
become injured or unwanted are also
considered worthless and are given up
and sold for slaughter. It is unfortunate
that horses are showing up to market
with injuries, because from market they
need to be transported to slaughter and
transport for an injured animal causes a
lot of suffering.

Bouvery Export has a 13,000 head
feedlot in Alberta and when fattened they
are categorised and either slaughtered at
Bouvery’s slaughterhouse 10 kilometers
away at Fort Macleod or trucked all the
way to their other slaughterhouse in
Richelieu, Quebec. The journey from Fort
Macleod to Richelieu takes approximately
68 hours and only once during this
journey are the horses given water.

In Canada and most of the U.S. horses
are still allowed to be transported on
double decker trucks. In Europe this
illegal because the taller horses do not
have enough room to hold their heads up
and bumps in the road result in head and
back injuries.

Some horses are fattened on a feed lot
in Alberta and are then flown live all the
way to Japan to provide fresh meat.

Animals’ Angels ask why there is such
a discrepancy between European and

Canadian legislation for animal protection
during transport. It is time that the
Canadian Government, once and for all,
took animal welfare seriously and
strengthened its legislation.

COMPARISONS BETWEEN
EUROPEAN AND CANADIAN

LEGISLATION REGARDING THE
TRANSPORT OF ANIMALS

In Europe:  Pigs must have access to water at
all times during journeys of over 8 hours.

In Canada:  Pigs must only be watered every
36 hours during transport.

In Europe:  Cattle must be watered every 14
hours during transport.

In Canada:  Cattle must only be watered
every 48 hours during transport.

In Europe:  After 29 hours of transport cattle
are unloaded and rested for 24 hours.

In Canada:  After 48 hours of transport cattle
are unloaded and rested for only 8 hours.

In Europe:  Horses are given water every 8
hours during transport.

In Canada:  Horses are only given water after
36 hours of transport.

In Europe:  After 24 hours of transport,
horses are unloaded and rested for 24 hours.

In Canada:  After 36 hours of transport,
horses are unloaded and rested for only 8
hours.

Animals’ Angels demand the
following during transport:
• That animals be watered more

frequently.

• That resting periods be lengthened to
a minimum of 24 hours.

• That animal trucks have priority at
border lineups.

• That there are two drivers for long
distance journeys.

• That once animal legislation is put
into place, that there be more animal
truck controls on the highways.

“What awaits them at the slaughter
house is a horrible enough story in itself,
we don’t have to make their journey to
death hell as well.”

Canadians for Ethical Treatment of
Food Animals thanks Animals’ Angels for
all their efforts in producing this objective
and very telling appraisal of what takes
place before meat reaches our dinner
tables and for their constructive
suggestions for improvement..

Animals’ Angels’ website:
www.animals-angels.de

You can order the video of Animals’
Angels’ North America Transport
Investigation from the Animals’
Angels’ website.

Again we ask our readers to write
their MPs, the Prime Minister and the
Minister of Agriculture making the same
demands listed above by Animals’
Angels. Each letter makes a difference.

ANIMALS’ ANGELS…  (continued from page 2)

Conscious cow, suspended by one chained leg, being hauled into the air for slaughter

A Telling Sign Worn out dairy cows, just skin
and bone, await slaughter

C
o

u
rt

e
s

y
 A

n
im

a
ls

’ 
A

n
g

e
ls

C
o

u
rt

e
s

y
 A

n
i m

a
l s

’  
A

n
g

e
l s

C
o

u
rt

e
s

y
 A

n
i m

a
l s

’  
A

n
g

e
l s

C
o

u
rt

e
s

y
 A

n
im

a
ls

’ 
A

n
g

e
ls

C
o

u
rt

e
s

y
 A

n
im

a
ls

’ 
A

n
g

e
ls



Page 4Page 4 Fall 2004

Canadians for
Ethical Treatment
of Food Animals

Annual Membership
$10.00

Application for New___ Renewal___ Membership

Name: Telephone:

Address:

City: Postal Code:
We believe that animals raised for food should have

a pain and stress free life and a humane death.
I might be able to help with:

___ Writing Letters
___ Assisting at information tables
___ Maintaining Website

Please make your membership fee payable to:

Canadians for Ethical Treatment of Food Animals
Box 18024, 2225 West 41 Avenue
Vancouver, BC  V6M 4L3

CETFA cannot  g i ve  ta x  rece ip t s  bec ause  we  choose  no t  to  be  a  reg i s te red  char i t y  due  to  res t r i c t ions  on  what  we  cou ld  do .

C E T FA’ s   P U R P O S E
C E T F A  i s  a  v o l u n t e e r  s o c i e t y  w h o s e
p u r p o s e  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  h u m a n e
t r e a t m e n t  o f  a n i m a l s  r a i s e d  f o r  f o o d .
W e  w o r k  t o w a r d s  t h e  c o m p a s s i o n a t e
t r e a t m e n t  o f  f o o d  a n i m a l s  s o  t h a t  t h e i r
l i v e s  m a y  b e  f r e e  f r o m  p a i n  a n d  f e a r ,
f o l l o w e d  b y  a  h u m a n e  d e a t h .

C E T FA’ S   G O A L
C E T F A ’ s  g o a l  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  a c c u r a t e ,
f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  C a n ad a ’ s
F o o d  I n d u s t r y  a n d  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e
p u b l i c  a b o u t  t h e  h o r r e n d o u s  c r u e l t y
w h i c h  h a s  b e c o m e  “ a c c e p t e d  p r a c t i c e ”
i n  t h e  f a c t o r y  f a r m i n g  i n d u s t r y .

The following is Vonda Mackenzie’s
excellent letter to her MP the Hon Stephen
Owen giving a precise and impressive
description of what is allowed to take place
here in Canada during the transport of food
animals on their way to slaughter: -

“Dear Minister,

I would like to enlist your help
to combat conditions in our meat
industry. Abuses are so extreme but
no one seems able or willing to
intervene. I do not know if you are
aware of common practices:

Cattle in transport are often days
without food, water or protection
from weather extremes. They
sometimes become frozen to the
iron sides of trucks. Length of time
in transit should be limited.

Cattle too ill or injured to walk
are flogged, electric prodded or
dragged by chains to unload from
trucks and are left for hours,
sometimes days, before slaughter
without food, water of shelter. All
downers should be destroyed where
they are found.

Slaughterhouse conditions are so
horrifying it is difficult for any
decent person to imagine: Pigs are
ineffectively stunned and are often
thrown into scalding water fully
conscious and scream in agony to
swim until they drown. All animals
should be unconscious before
leaving the killing floor and
slaughtering methods need review.

Chickens are ineffectively
electrocuted and the chains from
which they are suspended move so
fast their throats are not slit
properly and they are fully
conscious when they are plunged
into the scalding tank. Also, being
small and helpless. they are
subjected to sadistic cruelty for
“fun”. Inspectors are intimidated
from reporting these facts. Why
aren’t chickens beheaded, which is
quicker and easier than trying to
cut their throats.

These are not isolated incidents -
this suffering is inflicted on
thousands of animals, every day,
every week across the country, even
as you are reading this. I cannot
understand how anyone who is
aware of these shocking these
conditions does not strive to have
laws changed to stop this horror.
Other countries have laws with
severe penalties for animal abuse.
Why doesn’t Canada?

In your capacity as our M. P. you
are in a position to use your
influence. Please urge your fellow
M.P.s to work to have Bill C 22
made law without amendments. The
House of Commons passed it, and it
is hard to understand why the
Senate hesitates to bring Canada
into line with other civilised
countries.

Please help.

Vonda Mackenzie

and also one from Patricia Oswald : -

Dear Mr. Owen,

Re: - Bill C 22, Act to Amend the
Criminal Code (Cruelty to Animals)

I was so impressed when we met
at a meeting just before the last
election and you told me of your
efforts to have Bill C22 become law.
It is frustrating and extremely
disappointing that Bill C22 failed to
do so during the last session of
Parliament.

It was passed in the House of
Commons by our elected
representatives. I find it deeply
troubling that such a vital piece of
legislation can be stalled by an
unelected body. It appears to me
that the Senate does not answer to
anyone?

This letter is to ask you please to
do everything within your power to
have Bill C22 made law, without
being weakened by any further
amendments. It would seem that
since it has already been passed in
the House of Commons, it would
only be a formality to bring it back?

The need for stronger legislation
to protect animals and to curb the
animal cruelty tolerated in Canada
is a matter of great urgency.

I look forward to your reply.
Yours truly,
Patricia Oswald

Neither Vonda nor Patricia have had
replies to their letters as this goes to print.

MEMBERS WRITE THEIR M.P.s


