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The passing of our Founder, Tina Harrison, has been an
immensely sad loss for all those of us working towards the
ethical treatment of food animals.

Tina exposed an area of terrible hidden suffering of
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which most of us were completely unaware. From the beginning of CETFA, in 1990,
Tina dedicated her efforts to making the plight of food animals known and to lobby
against the extreme cruelty inherent in the factory farming industry.

Tina witnessed first hand the traumas to animals in transport and the horrors of the
slaughterhouse. Thanks to her determination and perseverance the seeds of public
awareness were sown. The first steps toward improved regulations and legislation
were taken and an Ontario stockyard was closed. Tina’s profound knowledge in these
areas and her sense of purpose were unmatched.

Our condolences go out to her family and our thanks go out to all those who have
made a donation in her memory to the cause which was closest to her heart.

Food animals everywhere have lost a valiant friend.

Growing Attention to FoodAmmaI Concerns

It is heartening to see the number
of animal welfare organisations now
turning their attention to food
animals.

On the international scene, in the
January 2003 issue of “Animals
International”, the magazine of the
World Society for the Protection of
Animals in the U.K., we learn that in
response to the global increase of
factory farming WSPA has embarked
on one of its largest ever campaigns
to improve the conditions suffered by
intensively reared animals.

Their World Farmwatch manifesto
for reform covers the following key
areas of animal welfare:
> battery cages for egg laying hens -

an end to this particularly cruel

factory farm system;

 broiler chickens for meat - a move
away from super-fast growing
chickens in densely-stocked sheds;

Vancouver Humane Society’s Chicken Mascot

> pigs - freedom from confinement
systems such as sow stalls and
farrowing crates, in which the
animals cannot even turn around;

= calves - an end to the veal crate
system;

© livestock markets - the intro-
duction of properly enforced
regulations to prevent cruelty;

¢ slaughter houses - urgent action to
stop inhumane slaughter
Here at home the Vancouver
Humane Society’s campaign against
battery cages is in full swing. We
congratulate them on their spec-
tacular Chicken Mascot which made

(continued on page 2)
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Growing Attention to Food Animal Concerns (ontinued from page 1

its debut at VHS’ rally outside City
Hall last Fall.

“Animal Welfare in Focus”, the
Canadian Federation of Humane
Societies’ newsletter, tells us in their
Fall 2002 issue that CFHS is
establishing the Canadian Livestock
Emergency Fund to provide ongoing
assistance to farmers and ranchers
struck by disaster. The CFHS views
this as an important opportunity for
the humane movement to build
stronger bridges with the livestock
industry.

Recently a new group, the
Canadian Coalition for Farm
Animals has been started up by the
joint efforts of three groups. These are

the Winnipeg Humane Society, the

Vancouver Humane Society and the

Animal Alliance of Canada, who do

most of the planning for it with

guidance from Philip Lymbery, who

played such an important role in the

group Compassion in World

Farming.
The Goals of the Canadian

Coalition for Farm Animals are; -

© To educate Canadians on how
animals are treated in food
production

= To promote more humane food
alternatives across Canada

= To achieve a legislated ban on sow
stalls in pork production and hen
cages in egg production

 To provide a forum for Canadians
to express their views on the
humane treatment of farm animals
to industry and government

Their first focus is on the banning
of chickens in battery cages and sow
stalls in pork production.

In a telephone conversation in
early February with Silia Smith of the
Canadian branch of the World Society
for the Protection of Animals I
learned that while the Canadian
WSPA does not have a campaign
focused on food animals just at the
moment, they certainly recognise the
need for efforts to be made on behalf
of our food animals and the Canadian
WSPA is a member of this Coalition.

We Hear From Our Members

Members have written about a
number of concerns since our last
Newsletter and we hope to hear from
many more of you for our future
Newsletters.

Sylvia Pemberton gives a
heartrending description of her visit

to the Archers when the Government
removed their healthy water buffalo
for slaughter.

The Archer family on Vancouver
island, who imported water buffalo
with all required permits, are an ideal
example of humane and caring

farmers which we wish could be the
yardstick for the agricultural industry.
It would seem that the Government
completely fails to appreciate this
standard of animal husbandry and
the good health of the animals raised
in this way.

Sylvia writes: -

Water buffalo,
Fairburn Farms,
Vancouver Island

After following the buffalo saga for
some time, I decided to go up to the
Archer’s the night before the buffalo
were to be taken away. There were not
as many supporters there as I had
expected. I guess most people realized
it was a hopeless case. The government
was not going to back down no matter
what. I guess the Archer’s were still
hoping for a last minute reprieve, but
in our hearts we knew it would take a
miracle to save them at this point. As
the day dawned, it was very upsetting
to watch them load healthy animals
into the transport truck for their last
journey. There was nothing we could
do to stop them as they had threatened
to take the babies too if there was any
interference. So the Archer family
hugged each other as the emotion of
the ordeal took its toll. And so it

Darrel Archer with
a pair of two-year
old water buffaloes
born on his farm.
Photo taken shortly
before their mothers
taken away to be
slaughtered. >

ended, but not on a happy note.

Their lives touched forever by a
series of events they seemed to have
no control over no matter how hard
they fought. How bittersweet it must
have been to find out that not one of
the buffalo herd tested positive for
Mad Cow Disease! We can only hope
the people in control of these events
will do their homework more
thoroughly before making decisions
based on antiquated laws.

Sylvia Pemberton, CETFA Victoria
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We Hear From Our Members (continued from page 2)

Law Enforcement

Vonda McKenzie has been in
correspondence with the Office of the
Minister of Agriculture over concerns
about the lack of law enforcement
relating to the transportation of food
animals. The following are just two of
the letters exchanged between Vonda
and the Office of the Minister of
Agriculture: -

July 11, 2002

Mr. M. Vanclief

Minister of Agriculture

Room 207 Confederation Building
House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6

Dear Mr. Vancief:

Re: Bill CI5B

With the new laws governing animal
abuse, I am writing to urge you to get
involved with enforcing these laws in a
way that has not been done in the past.

Attached are 4 pages of shocking
examples of deliberate cruelty as
witnessed by a trucker who became so
sickened, he broke the code of silence
around the industry and provided
personally witnessed accounts. If you
would like further specific instances, I
can provide over 30 pages of examples
so horrible no decent person could
condone such suffering yet it is
happening all across the country even
as you are reading this.

Why are laws not enforced? Where
are the inspectors checking transport
conditions? Now the penalties are
sufficient to be a deterrent - please see
they are enforced.

All those involved in the industry
from the farmer to the slaughterhouse
but with particular emphasis on
truckers must be made aware that
deliberate unnecessary infliction of
suffering will not be tolerated and
penalties must be stiff enough to make
them aware that animals feel pain and
have the right to be handled without the
merciless cruelty now commonplace.

Please make these new laws

ffective.
eective Sincerely,

Vonda MacKenzie

-
Evelyn writes: -

I deplore the news (Vancouver
Sun, October 30, 2002) that organic
farmer Fred Reid was ordered by
B.C. Supreme Court to apply for a
B.C. Chicken Marketing Board
license or else close his operation.

His free-range organic eggs are
sold under the B.C. SPCA’s humane
labeling program. The chickens are
allowed outside, exposed to natural
light. They are not given growth
hormones nor exposed to

Organic farmer Fred Reid with his free-range chickens.

Organic Farmer Must Join Board

Glenn Baglo/Vancouver Sun, Oct 30, 2002 — Used with permission.

pesticides, fungicides or herbicides.

Reid says his chickens are
fundamentally different from
conventionally raised chickens and
feels he should therefore be exempt
from board regulations.

Reid is the province’s only
certified chicken producer by the
COABC (Certified Organic Association
of BC). He does not know whether or
not he will appeal the court decision.

Evelyn Rapanos

Feedback from the Government
November 12, 2002

Dear Ms. MacKenzie:

Thank you for your letter of October
4, 2002, regarding your ongoing interest
in the enforcement of laws governing
the transportation of animals.

With respect to your concern with
the statement in the reply of Bryan
Kirk of September 2, 2002, that
“prosecution is used as a last resort,”
the majority of cases of non-
compliance are usually minor and
first-time infractions. A typical
example would be a transporter who
has provided inadequate bedding for
the animals. A warning letter would
most likely bring about improvement.
If this was unsuccessful, then the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency
(CFIA) could impose an administrative
monetary penalty. These fines relate to
the severity of the infraction and the
history of non-compliance. As I
previously noted to you, the advantage

of this approach is that the CFJA can
impose a penalty quickly.

With regard to your comment
about insufficient deterrents, the
CFIA’s experience has shown that
when unannounced inspections are
conducted, subsequent inspections in
the same area often show a 100%
compliance rate.

If education or a fine do not bring
about improvements, then the CFIA
has the option of prosecuting the
transporter under the Health of Animals
Act. Prosecution bulletins are posted
on the CFIA ‘s Web site at http://
www.inspection.gc.ca/english/corpaffr/
projudlprojude. shtml.

I hope you find this information
useful. Again, thank you for writing.

Yours sincerely,

Chantal Plante

Special Assistant

Office of the Minister of
Agriculture and Agri-Food
Ottawa, ON K1A 0C5
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We Hear From Our Members (ontinued from page 3)

Sylvia writes: -

Does the plight of our food

animals, including our horses, mean

so little that we can just turn a blind
eye to the atrocities that are so much

a part of their lives? Should we not

take time to care? Should we not

strive to give them a life free from
hunger, thirst and pain and then at
least when the end must come, grant
them a humane death?

Here are some of the changes I
strongly recommend:

1. The government to provide strict
regulations (not “voluntary
guidelines”) for the transportation
of all food animals.

2. Legislation of stricter penalties for
those breaking these regulations.

3. Better conditions to be enforced at

Horses Tranported for Iauhter |

auctions.

4. A law to stop the indiscriminate
breeding of horses at the PM.U.
farms.

5. The formation of watchdog
committees to check up on the
animals on the farms in individual
communities.

6. Farmers to be asked to take a
stronger stand by overseeing how
their livestock is being transported
to the slaughterhouse.

If these changes were put in place
we wouldn’t have to hear about the
many animals that are trampled in
transport like the little foal in the
picture. She died the day after this
picture was taken.

Sylvia Pemberton

I might be able to help with:
__ Writing Letters
__Assisting at information tables
___ Maintaining Website
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We believe that animals raised for food should have
a pain and stress free life and a humane death.

Please make your membership fee payable to:

Canadians for Ethical Treatment of Food Animals
Box 18024, 2225 West 41 Avenue
Vancouver, BC V6M 4L3

I Canadians for Annual Membership
1 v Ethical Treatment $10.00
| W of Food Animals

: Application for New___ Renewal___ Membership

I Name: Telephone:

: Address:

I City: Postal Code:

|

|

|

|

|

Animal
Cruelty
Legislation
Update

Bill C 15 was passed in
the House of Commons and
went to the Senate. There it
became Bill C10 and was
split into two parts, Bill C 10
A being the part dealing
with gun control and Bill C
10 B being the part dealing
with animal cruelty legis-
lation, which is the part we
are interested in. It is being
worked on by the Legal
and Constitutional Affairs
Committee, chaired by
Senator George Furey. I
spoke with Katie Hawkins of
Senator Furey’s office who
was most helpful in
explaining the process.

The bill had been passed
by the House of Commons,
but as it had been split in
the Senate, this had to be
approved also. As there
were no amendments to Bill
10 A (gun control), this has
gone back to the House of
Commons for approval of
the split.

The Senate committee
working on Bill 10 B, (animal
cruelty) will be hearing
presentations by interested
parties until February 25th.
If no amendments are made
it could go for Royal Ascent
and be made law very
shortly thereafter.

If, however, any change
or amendment is made,
the Bill will have to be
returned to the House of
Commons again, for approval.
We hope it will be passed
without change.

Winter 2003



